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1 . RESPONDING QUICKLY TO PNA LEADER ASGHAR KHAN'S PRESS STATE- 
MENT ON JUNE 7 CRITICIZING BHUTTO FOR THE US DECISION TO CANCEL 
THE SALE OF A-7 AIRCRAFT TO PAKISTAN (REFTEL), A FOREIGN OFFICE 
SPOKESMAN, IN STATEMENT CARRIED IN JUNE I PRESS, STATED THAT 
THE AIR MARSHAL'S REMARKS ON THE SUBJECT CONSTITUTED AN "OVER- 
S IMPLICATION OF THE ISSUE." THE SPOKESMAN NOTED THAT THE SALE 
HAD BEEN UNDER DISICUSSION WITH THE US FOR MORE THAN TWO AND 
ONE-HALF YEARS, DURING WHICH TIME THE PRIME MINISTER AND OTHERS 
HAD ARGUED THAT THE A-7 WAS NEEDED TO BOLSTER PAKISTAN'S DEFENSES. 
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HOWEVER, PAKISTAN WAS RECENTLY INFORMED BY THE US THAT THE 
SALE HAD BEEN TURNED DOWN BECAUSE, (1) THE US WISHES TO REDUCE 
ITS TOTAL ARMS SALES ABROAD AND (2) THAT IT DOES NOT WISH TO BE 
THE FIRST TO INTRODUCE A NEW KIND OF ADVANCED WEAPONS SYSTEM 
INTO A REGION. THE SPOKESMAM ADDED THAT AN ADDITIONAL 
REASON, ACCORIDING TO THE NEW YORK TIMES, WAS THAT THE SALE 
WOULD UPSET THE BALANCE OF POWER IN SOUTH ASIA. 
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3. CHIDING THE AIR MARSHAL FOR HIS LACK OF UNDERSTANDING OF THE 
ISSUE, THE SPOKESMAN NOTED THAT SUPERPOWERS CONCEIVE OF THE 
BALANCE OF POWER IN SOUTH ASIA IN TERMS OF MANY CONSIDERATIONS 
OTHER THAN MILITARY STRENGTH, SOME OF WHICH THE PRIME MINISTER 
HAD MENTIONED THE OTHER DAY. (A REFERENCE, WE ASSUME, TO BHUTTO'S 
COMMENTS THAT DESAI'S ELECTION AND GOP RESOLVE ON THE REPROCESS- 
ING PLANT ALSO PLAYED A PART IN OUR TURNDOWN.) HE QUOTED THE 
AIR MARSHAL'S STATEMENT THAT HE MIGHT BE ABLE TO CONVINCE THE US 
TO PROVIDE THE A-7 WHERE THE BHUTTO GOVERNMENT HAD FAILED, 
REMINDING HIM THAT A SUPERPOWER'S FOREIGN POLICY IS DETERMINED 
BY ITS SELF-INTEREST AND NOT BY THE KIND OF CONSIDERATIONS 
ASGHAR HAS IN MIND. 

3. IN AN EDITORIAL ON JUNE 9 ENTITLED "A DISRUPTIVE ROLE," THE 
PAKISTAN TIMES CRITICIZED THE AIR MARSHAL FOR HIS "AMATEURISH 
STATEMENT ON FOREIGN POLICY." THE EDITORIAL ACCUSED HIM OF 
BEING NAIVE, CLAIMING HIS PRAISE OF THE CARTER GOVERNMENT 
TENDED TO ENDORSE OUTSIDE INTERFERENCE IN PAKISTAN'S AFFAIRS. 

WHAT SPECIAL EQUATION DOES ASGHAR KHAN HAVE WITH WASHINGTON THAT 
IT SHOULD CHANGE ITS POLICY ON ARMS SUPPLY AND NUCLEAR PROLIF- 
ERATION FOR HIS SAKE, IT CONCLUDED. 

4. LEFT-WING COLUMINST SAFDAR MIR ("ZENO") WARNED THE AIR 
MARSHAL IN A PAK TIMES ARTICLE ON THE OP-ED PAGE THE SAME DAY 
THAT HIS BOLD CHAMPIONSHIP OF PRESIDENT CARTER'S NEW FOREIGN 
POLICY WOULD EMBARRASS THE PNA. NO PARTY, HE ASSERTED, CAN AFFORD 
TO SUPPORT A FOREIGN POLICY WHICH EXTOLS US ACTIONS AND INTENT- 
IONS REGARDING PAKISTAN AND SOUTH ASIA, LOADED AS THEY ARE IN 
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FAVOR OF OUR TRADITIONAL ENEMY (INDIA). WHAT THE AIR MARSHAL HAS 
TERMED A "REFRESHING CHANGE," MIR OBSERVED, IS NO CHANGE AT ALL, 

BUT SIMPLY A CONTINUATION OF THE "WORLD POLICEMAN" ROLE THE US 
HAS PLAYED FOR THE LAST 25 YEARS. HE ADDED THAT HIS KEENNESS 
TO DENOUNCE BHUTTO'S HANDLING OF THE A-7 ISSUE MAKES HIM A 
DEFENDER OF THIS WELL ESTABLISHED US POLICY. 

5. DESPITE THE MFA'S SPEEDY REBUTTAL OF ASGHAR KHAN, THE GOVERN- 
MENT SHIED AWAY FROM ANY DIRECT CRITICISM OF THE U.S. THE MFA 
SPOKESMAN'S STATEMENT WAS GENERALLY OBJECTIVE, NON-CONTENTIOUS 
AND FACTUAL. SUCH TACTFUL TREATMENT OF THIS SENSITIVE ISSUE IS A 
FURTHER INDICATION THAT BHUTTO IS TEMPERING HIS PUBLIC APPRAOCH 
TO THE U.S., IF NOT TO THE AIR MARSHAL. 
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